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POST GRAD: BEYOND THE DEGREE
Alumni search for steady
work after graduation
By Lizzy Balboa
GVL Staff Writer
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NOTES FROM
ABROAD

College students have it easy.
Work Monday through Thursday,
have a three-day weekend and en
joy the freedom is the philosophy
adopted by many a college stu
dent, including Grand Valley State
University alumnus Jackie Green.
But that lifestyle left her unpre
pared for what she would face once

she
passed
beneath that
A
grand, bronze
B
arch for the
■ last time and
ag
transitioned
into the “real
world”
“The com
mon
saying
GREEN
between some
of my friends
is, ‘I wish we were back in Robin
son,’ referring to life when we didn’t
have adult decisions to make,” said
Green, who still remembers her
struggles in the job market.

li

“After graduation, I was intimi
dated by all of the online job list
ings,” she said. “It’s hard to know
what is a good opportunity und
what jobs might be a scam. I spent
countless hours in my apartment
looking over different opportuni
ties and applying online.”
Had Green known that the on
line application is highly discour
aged by Career Services, she may
have found more success as she
searched for employment.
“A lot of students try to simply
apply online,” said Ginger Lange,
assistant director of Career Servic
es. “If you only apply for jobs you

see posted online, I would consider
that to be a passive job search.”
Green said she learned quickly
to be aggressive and competitive
in her job search.
“I knew I wanted to live in
Chicago and even went to the city
and passed around my resume,”
she said. “I learned quickly that
security in the building would not
allow me to deliver my resume to
certain companies that I had re
searched. I was extremely disap
pointed that day feeling like my
efforts fell short.”
However, her unfruitful at-

See Graduate, A2

London

GV hosts FIRST robotics nv tat ona
By Judson Rodriguez
GVL Staff Writer
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Please Recycle

igh school students from
around the state competed
Saturday in the gym of Zeeland West High School during the
West Michigan Robotics Invitation
al, sponsored by Grand Valley State
University.
Students from GVSU’s Padnos
College of Engineering mentored
the 24 teams that competed at the
regional competition.
More than 300 people attended
the event, which was hosted by
FIRST, or For Inspiration and Rec
ognition of Science and Technol
ogy.
“Teams are given an objective to
complete within a six-week period
given a certain set of materials,”
said Paul Plotkowski, dean of the
engineering school.
This year’s winning alliance in
cluded the Dragons from Swartz
Creek, the Tech Vikes from Hop
kins and Technical Difficulties from
Chelsea.
Each team is given the same
set of materials, including a cir
cuit board, metal, screws, bolts
and wheels. The teams receive the
package in the mail and from then
have six weeks to come up with an
independently-produced function
ing robot.
Functioning is usually not the
problem, said competitor Josh Dunston, a 16-year-old junior at Forest
Hills Northern High School.
“Most teams can field a function
ing robot but what the hard part is, is
making the robot capable when the
game is on the line,” Dunston said.
The game starts with the manu
ally-controlled robots in the middle
of what resembles a basketball court
with many metal poles sticking out
of a wall instead of the traditional
GVL Archive
basket.
Do the robot: West Ottawa Public Schools students work on their robot during last year's FIRST robotics competition. More than 300 people
attended this year's competition, which GVSU sponsored. The winning alliance included students from Swartz Creek, Hopkins and Chelsea.
The robots are thrown inflatable
tubes in the shapes of triangles, cir
cles and squares, each having a dif
ferent point value. The robots then
** I don't want to play the video games. I want to design the machines
grab the tubes and try to get them on
the rungs. More points are awarded
that make the video games?*
for having all three types of tubes on
Jacob Wilcox
a single pole, with the highest poles
being worth more.
Creston High School freshman
“Winning is not the most impor
“Instead of the low-paying ple: money.
tant aspect of these competitions” how we operate our equipment and
Plotkowski said robotics is one
Plotkowski said. “While everyone what the strategy behind our game manufacturing jobs that could be re
enjoys winning we really empha is,” said Jessie Beck, a Forest Hills placed by robots, the jobs are shift of the higher-paying engineering
ing to highly-skilled jobs in order to degrees and the outlook for the mar
size values like being a gracious Northern senior.
Plotkowski said GVSU supports create and maintain the robotics that ket is good.
competitor.”
“I don’t want to play the video
This competition was part of the FIRST and other, similar, p rograms are in place of humans ” Plotkowski
games,” Wilcox said. “I want to
preseason schedule, which gives stu because technology is important said.
Creston High School freshman design the machines that make the
dents a chance to practice before the in America, adding that robotics is
merely shifting how manufacturing Jacob Wilcox said his reason for video games.”
official season begias in January.
joining the FIRST program is sim
jrodriguez ® lanthorn rom
“I like showing the new students occurs, not the concepts behind it.
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Graduate
continued from A1

tempts have made her a
more impressive job candi
date.
“The ironic thing is, that
story has been brought up in
every interview when I de
scribe myself as a ‘go-getter’
and has impressed multiple
employers,” she said.
Although she now has
job security, Green said she
thinks she would have found
success more quickly if she
‘had taken advantage of the
networking, internship and
career fair opportunities of
fered by GVSU.
“As soon as 1 moved to
Chicago and was surround
ed by friends that went to a
Big 10 School, I learned that
many of them were placed in
their jobs before graduation
from a campus interview [at
a career fairj,” she said.
Lange said networking is
an essential step to take be
fore graduating.
“Make connections with
companies you have an in
terest in before they have an
opening,” she said.
Green said she also
would have done mor^domestic networking by seek
ing advice and assistance
from professors and other
GVSU alumni.
“Something as simple as,
‘What do you think of this

Grand Valley Lanthorn
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company?’ or ‘Do you mind
making an introduction?’
would have been extremely
valuable,” she said.
Networking is not her
only regret, though.
“I don’t think I put in the
hard work to find an intern
ship while in college that
would develop the day-today skills that I would need
[to be as successful as I’d
hoped|,” Green said. “I used
my internship as, ‘This will
fulfill the credit.’”
Lange said internships
are necessary for students to
leam how to operate in and
develop skills for the work
world, as well as build their
resumes to make them more
competitive to future em
ployers.
However, career explo
ration is one of the main
reasons why the university
encourages internships.
“Being out there helps
students identify realistic
expectations of what they
could be doing,” Lange
said.
Green admitted that she
wishes she would have
given more thought to her
career choice and explored
other possibilities.
“I wish 1 could go back in
time and really contemplate
my career path,” said Green,
who would have supple
mented her communications
degree with a heaith-related

NEWS
BRIEFS
wish I could go back in time and really contemplate
my career path. It would have been more credits,
studying, papers, lab hours and exams, but it would
mean a lot more doors would be opened.**
Jackie Green
GVSU alumnus

minor. “It would have been
more credits, studying, pa
pers, lab hours and exams,
but it would mean a lot more
doors would be opened.”
Lange said career chang
es are common among
alumni.
“A lot of people change
careers,” she said. “I think
that might be a function
of not having enough info
when they made their first
decision. The more exposure
you have [to the career J, the
more realistic you can be
about your options.”
However, in a constricted
job market with somewhat
limited options. Dean of
Students Bart Merkle said
alumni really need to leam
to be more adaptable and
identify their various skills
that make them employ

able.
“I think one of the reali
ties of the economy is that
it is sort of forcing all of us
to look at a broader range of
alternatives than what we’ve
ever had to,” he said. “We’re
trying to help students un
derstand that their education
and the skills they’ve devel
oped through their educa
tion are much broader than
just the specific discipline
that they’ve majored in.”
Now, with a steady career
at Groupon and a respected
role in a non-profit organi
zation in Chicago, Green
said her hardest adjustment
is working Fridays.
“Thursday nights after
working 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and
being exhausted is a hard
reality to get used to,” said
Green, who did not schedule

Friday classes at GVSU.
Merkle said this type
of transition is typical for
alumni to undergo, as stu
dents are often unprepared
to work full-time or have
less control over their hours
and workload.
“It’s a bit more struc
tured,” he said. “There is a
transition shock for some.
Being responsible, being
accountable, being profes
sional are all things that are
expected [after college].”
Alumni can still receive
resume assistance,simulated
interview sessions and net
working opportunities from
GVSU Career Services.
For more information on
the services provided, con
tact Career Services at 616331-3311.

ebalboa @ lanthorn .com

Sustainable student projects presented at SLEDx
By Samantha Belcher

We wanted to offer a

GVL Staff Writer

The Sustainable Commu
nity Development Initiative
at Grand Valley State Uni
versity is once again team
ing up with GVSU’s Hous
ing and Residential Life to
present SLEDx.
The
second-annual
SLEDx, Sustainable Laker
Educational Design, allows
students to voice their ideas
on how to make GVSU
more sustainable.
The event will take place
Wednesday in the Cook-Dewitt Center from 7 to 9 p.m.
About 40 to 50 people are

student version [of TEDx], like a
'sustainability coffeehouse' in which
students could get up on their
sustainability soap box...**
Kristen Evans
South Apartments living center director
expected to attend.
Up to eight students will
present projects regarding
a wide range of sustainable
topics at the event. Kristen
Evans, South Apartments
living center director, said

SLEDx is a student version
of TEDx.
The idea for SLEDx
came from the TEDxGrandValley event that took place
at GVSU last year. TEDx al
lowed members of the com

munity, along with GVSU
faculty, staff, and students,
to present their sustainable
projects.
“We wanted to offer a
student version, like a ‘sus
tainability coffeehouse’ in
which students could get
up on their sustainability
soap box and speak about
their passions, research, and
campus initiatives regarding
sustainability,” Evans said.
At last year’s SLEDx
event, five GVSU students
presented. The Campus
Dining “Meatless Monday”
initiative was presented last
year and was established on
GVSU’s campus.

“Students tend to respond
better from their peers,” Ev
ans said.
Derek Plumb, assistant
living center director, said
the goal of SLEDx is to cre
ate a platform that might
create change.
“If you consider Grand
Valley’s Mission State
ment, this program seeks to
serve exactly that,” he said.
“Potentially implementing
progressive change from
student’ grass roots ideas,
whether those ideas are to
broaden people’s awareness,
addressing misconceptions,
or initiating action.”

Engtrgy-saving
efforts pay off for
GV
A rebate check of
more than $52,000 was
presented to Grand Val
ley State University by
Consumer's Energy in
October for the univer
sity's efforts to reduce
energy use in the DeVos
and Eberhard centers.
In 201 l,itis estimated
that the University will re
ceive a total of $165,000
in rebate checks from
both Consumer's Energy
and DTE Energy. Since
2001 GVSU has saved
about $1.3 million in en
ergy costs.
One of the univer
sity's recent efforts is a
project to install fluores
cent lamps with motion
sensors in the parking
ramps on the Pew Cam
pus, which is almost
complete.

GV named national
diversity role
model
Minority Access, Inc.,
named Grand Valley
State University a na
tional role model for the
university's commitment
to diversity.
Minority Access, Inc.,
is a nonprofit organiza
tion that works with busi
nesses and educational
institutions to improve
diversity. Jeanne Arnold,
vice president for inclu
sion and equity, received
the award for GVSU in
October in Washington,
D.C.
Along with GVSU, 17
other universities na
tionwide were selected
by Minority Access with
Central Michigan Univer
sity being the only other
university in Michigan to
be named a national role
model.

sbelcher@ lanthorn .com

Journal of
History accepting
submissions
The Grand Valley
Journal of History is cur
rently accepting submis
sions of undergraduate
research papers.
All research papers
relating to history will
be considered.
The journal produces
one volume each aca
demic year with two is
sues, one in the fall se
mester and one in the
winter.
Submissions can be
made on a rolling basis
at
scholarworks.gvsu.
edu/gvjh.

CORRECTIONS AND
CLARIFICARTIONS
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Green ideas: GVSU student Levi Gardner speaks during a TEDx event
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Director, producer of Sundance film presents at GV
'The Taqwacores'explores clash between
traditional Islamic values and punk rock
like Muhammad Knight’s book,
received mixed reviews for its con
GVL News Editor
troversial topic and style. Zahra
said The Taqwacores style is, “very
yad Zahra was never what raw and sort of rough around the
you’d call a punk-rocker edges -1 like to say it’s made with
growing up. In fact, he de spit and duct tape.”
scribes his high school self as aBowe said the him serves two
“goofy nerd” who would shoot for purposes.
class clown and end up as the butt
“The hrst, for non-Muslims
of every joke.
audiences, it really, I think, kind
So why would a goofy nerd of explodes the stereotyped views
from Cleveland, Ohio, produce that a lot of people have about what
and direct a him about Muslim- it means to be Muslim,” Bowe said.
American punk-rockers?
“For the Muslim communities, it
For the same reason Michael might do the same, actually.”
Muhammad Knight wrote the orig
This sense that even for the Mus
inal book that “The Taqwacores” lim community, Muslim-American
screenplay was based off of; to say youth are not so easily put in a box.
“you cannot hold punk or Islam in But certainly, whenever you’re en
your hands, so what would they gaging these really kind of, tricky
mean, other than what you want questions about faith and identity,
them to?”
you run the risk of ruffling some
“The Taqwacores”
centers feathers.”
around a first-generation Pakistani
Zahra, who started work on
engineering student in Buffalo, “The Taqwacores” when he was
N.Y. After moving off-campus 25, is 29 now, but found it easy
with a group of Muslim punks, he to identify with the characters in
is introduced to a new Muslim- the film and immerse himself in
American punk subculture called the often-controversial Taqwacore
Taqwacore - Taqwa, which can be movement. Zahra’s parents were
translated as “piety,” joined with first-generation Syrian immigrants
the hardcore genre.
who moved to the U.S. two years
Grand Valley State University before he was bom. Though his
featured a screening of the him mother raised him as traditionally
in Pew Campus’ Loosemore Au as she could manage — Fridays
ditorium last night, followed by a at the Islamic center for prayer, a
question and answer session with separate tutor for Islam — when he
Zahara. It’s part of Michigan State reached high school, things started
University’s Migrations of Islam to change.
“Juxtaposing that with my sur
project, funded by a grant which
GVSU journalism professor Brian roundings, and going to high school
Bowe co-authored with colleagues and a lot of things didn’t necessar
from Michigan State. Other events ily go hand in hand like dating and
included the Oct. 20 performance strict social morals,” Zahara said.
of “The Hijabi Monologues” and “My graduation class was, like. 40
a national traveling concert called kids at a private school in Cleve
land, so I was really protected and
Poetic Visions Tour on Nov. 11,
The him was featured in the sheltered and then when I gradu
Sundance Film Festival, and much ated high school is when I started

By Anya Zentmeyer

E

GVL / Anya Zentmeyer

Cultural exploration: GVSU professor Brian Bowe (pictured) introduces "The Taqwacores" to an audience Wednesday night. Bowe co

authored the grant for the Migrations of Islam project through Michigan State, which brought "The Taqwacores" and Eyad Zahra to GVSU.

seeing things in a bigger way.”
He went to college in Florida
to study film, put his religion on
a shelf and focused on finding his
own identity. After college, he said
his religious upbringing started to
creep back up - right in time for
“The Taqwacores” to come in and
offer him some clarity. Now, his
religion means something differ
ent to him than it did when he was
younger.
“Now, it’s defined itself more as
a cultural element to me and that
can always upset people, because
I’m redefining religion for my
self,” Zahra said. “But for the first
time in my life I’m very comfort
able with what it is to me.”
Mohammed Ghannahm, sopho
more and secretary for the Muslim

Student Association, said that GVSU’s own MSA continually seeks
to improve and promote the un
derstanding of the diverse cultures
that make up not the MSA, but the
GVSU community. Though Ghan
nahm said the Taqwacore perspec
tive is largely unheard of in the
U.S.. and more specifically rooted
in the Middle East, he thinks that
Islam — as a religion that pro
motes peace, tolerance and un
derstanding — welcomes the new
perspectives.
Though Ghannahm said he does
not identify with the punk rock life
style, nor the genre of music, he has
no qualms with The Taqwacores.
“Knowing that I ascribe to a re
ligion that can be suitable for me.
someone who is the polar opposite

of the Taqwacores, and at the same
time be suitable for the punk rock
ers of the Taqwacore movement,
makes me as a Muslim — but more
importantly, as a human — happy,”
he said.
And with the younger genera
tion’s openness to the unknown,
“The Taqwacores” could leave a
very permanent mark on ArabAmerican culture.
“In general. I’ve come to find
this — that, if I would have sho\fcn
this film 20 years ago, it would
have been a different story,” Zah
ra said. “But now, you show it on
campuses or whatever, and people
are way more open to it, because
things are really changing.”

news@lanthorn .com

GV Greek life welcomes Tri Sigma
By Judson Rodriguez
GVL Staff Writer

Grand Valley State University has voted
to extend another partnership to the Greek
community. Sigma Sigma Sigma.
Tri Sigma, which was aiming for a return
next year, instead accepted its invitation
from GVSU to join in 2013, said Simonne
Horman. president of the Pan-Hellenic
Association.
“With the rise in the population in Greek
Life, it’s becoming necessary to find ways
to disperse the population so houses don’t
become overcrowded,” said Tom Coy,
assistant director of GVSU Student Life.
“Not only is crowding a factor, if there
are too many students in one house people
get left behind and it’s not good for their
experience in the house.”

Epsilon Gamma
will be Tri Sigma’s
GVSU chapter.
Horman said that
growth over the last
few years has allowed
the extension to Tri
Sigma to be an easy
one.
“The growth and
change that Sigma
Sigma Sigma has COY
experienced
over
the
last
couple
of years assures us that Epsilon Gamma
will fit perfectly within our Panhellenic
Community,” Horman said.
Horman said where the house will be
located is yet to be determined.

jrodriguez @ lanthorn .com
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\£ • What worries you the most about life after graduation?

#

Students should be mindful to enjoy
and take advantage of the benefits
the university offers them before they
graduate and no longer have them.
#
o, what do you plan on doing after graduation?
That question lingers in the back of every
college student’s mind, especially the minds of
upperclassmen close to graduation.
But it’s not so much the question that bothers
students; it’s the answer, or in come cases, the lack
of one. According to a poll conducted by Twenty
something Inc., 85 percent of college seniors in the
U.S. planned on moving back in with their parents
after walking across the stage and receiving their
degree. That number is up from 67 percent in 2006,
but with unemployment at about 15 percent among »
U.S. citizens in the 20- to 24-year-old range, it’s not

S

.

difficult to see why.
It’s scary to think of, but all of us students here at
Grand Valley State University will someday come
face-to-face with the fact that we won’t always have
the university to rely on. Sure, we’ll be Lakers for
the rest of our lives, but we won’t always be able to
enjoy the unique opportunity to live independently
while taking advantage of some of the services and
safety nets that the university provides, such as
free access to the recreation center, an on-campus
counseling center, free rides on the Rapid, student
employment, study abroad opportunities, free tickets
to football games and volunteer and internship op
portunities. All of it will be gone.
And that’s all the more reason for current students
to take advantage of all of the networking opportuni
ties available, namely the various career, internship,
study abroad and graduate school fairs, while they
are still here.
Think about how difficult it is to get an interview
with an employer. The average employer spends
only 15 to 20 seconds looking over a resume and
cover letter before deciding whether or not a poten
tial candidate for a job has a chance of filling the
company’s needs..
The university, however, eliminates that problem
for you through its various fairs. Not only do the
fairs give you an opportunity to showcase what you
can do face-to-face with a potential employer rather
than solely through a couple of pieces of paper, but
they bring the employers to you, an added benefit
that you won’t have when you graduate. That can
make you more experienced and ready to enter the
job market outside of school.

Hansom
The student-run newspapers at Grand Valley
State University

EDITORIAL PAGE BOARD
EMANUEL JOHNSON Editor-in-Chief
SAMANTHA BUTCHER Managing Editor
ANYA ZENTMEYER News Editor
KEVIN HAUSFELD Advertising Manager

GVL OPINION POLICY
The ultimate goal of the Grand Valley Lanthorn opinion page
is to stimulate discussion and action on topics of interest to the
Grand Valley Community. Student opinions do not reflect those
of the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn welcomes reader viewpoints and
offers three vehicles of expression for reader opinions: letters to
the editor, guest columns and phone responses.
Letters must include the author’s name and be accompanied
by current picture identification if dropped off in person. Letters
will be checked by an employee of the Grand Valley Lanthorn.
Letters appear as space permits each issue. The limit for letter
length is one page, single spaced.
The editor reserves the right to edit and condense letters and
columns for length restrictions and clarity.
All letters must be typed.
The Grand Valley Lanthorn will not be held responsible for
errors that appear in print as a result of transcribing handwritten
letters or e-mail typographic errors.
The name of the author may be withheld for compelling
reasons.
The content, information and views expressed are not
approved by nor necessarily represent those of the university, its
Board of Trustees, officers, faculty and staff.

"I'm mostly worried
that 1 won't be able
to pay off my loans
and will be jobless
and a drain on my
parents'wallet."

"Finding a job that
"Getting a full-time
pays enough to keep job in my field but
upon loan payments, hating it."
and finding a job 1
enjoy."

"Finding a job
somewhere close
to my family so 1 am
able to see them
occasionally."

"Being able to apply
what I've learned in
the'real world.' ... 1
don't want to feel like
I've wasted my time
and money."
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Kristina Preble

Jacob Sella

Allison Root

Brianna Bust

Carson Ratliff

Sophomore
Pubic relations
Fremont Mich.

Sophomore
Accounting
Fremont Mich.

Senior
Public relations
Holland, Mich.

Senior
Public relations
Livonia, Mich.

Sophomore
Film and video
Clarkston, Mich.
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Men can be men with Dr. Pepper Ten

BY CHRIS SLATTERY
GVL COLUMNIST
Dear men,
I respect women. Some
say I even appreciate
women. But God help us if
I ever drink the same soft
drinks as women!
That’s why Dr. Pepper’s
latest advertising campaign
for their 10-calorie bever
age speaks to me in a way
that isn’t annoying and
dragged on by insignificant
details, a quality that every
single woman, without
exception, is guilty of.
Dr. Pepper’s new com
mercials for Dr. Pepper Ten
has everything that every
man needs: Gun fights, ex
plosions and a guy saying
the word “Catchphrase”
rather than coming up with
his own catchphrase. It’s
like the movie “The Ex

pendables” in commercial
form, and it’s not patron
izing us as men.
The commercial con
cludes with the not-at-all
condescending joke di
rected toward females: “So
you can keep the romantic
comedies and lady drinks.
We’re good.” Andthen the
tagline: “Dr. Pepper Ten.
It’s not for women!”
At first, I was offended.
For a commercial that
claimed to have such a firm
grasp on the male psyche,
it did a pretty lousy job.
Where were the scantilyclad women dancing
around? I was appalled.
Then 1 realized that Dr.
Pepper Ten was, at the very
least, maiding an effort. Us
guys don’t have a whole
lot going for us these days.
I’d suggest us to start our
own Occupy Wall Street
campaign if “We are the 49
percent” tested better as a
slogan.
I mean, really, Ameri
ca’s men have been com
pletely demasculinized —

we’re becoming more like
the fairer sex every day!
Even I’m guilty of buying
a girly thing or two; I own
a loofah, for Patty’s sake!
That’s why Dr. Pepper
Ten is going to be my new
favorite diet drink, because
beverages such as Pepsi
Max and Coke Zero might
as well be colored pink and
decorated with lace.
The media should get on
board with this new shift of
masculine-marketed trend.
We need shows (besides
“Man Up!” and “Last Man
Standing,” two new shows
on ABC this fall) that we
can relate to: dudes just
wanna be dudes.
We need channels
(besides Spike and FX)
that broadcast television
shows and movies that are
exclusively “bro.”
And we need manlier
diet drinks. Nothing says
“I’m a little girly-girl” like
trying to stay healthy.
For those of you men
out there who are reading
this and thinking, “Whoa,

Chris, pull it back, man.
It’s not that bad out there
for us,” I want to kick you
between the legs to remind
you that you are a man.
And you’re part of the
problem.
t
Old Spice had it wrong
with their advertisements
by appealing to both men ;r,
and women.
,
“The man that your man
could smell like” seemed
like a good idea, but the
advertisers made a fatal
mistake: they made the
commercial accessible to
women.
ir.
In a world where
women threaten our
masculinity at every turn, „ ~
we need to pump up our
muscles, listen solely to
C
Metallica (except for their
girly songs about love),
and be the boys that we
were men(t) to be.
After being repressed
y*
for as long as we have,
;
don’t we deserve this?
Hugs and kisses,
Chris.

cslat1ery@lanthorn.com <5

________________________________________ LETTER TO THE EDITOR

Diversity is relevant
On the October 31,
2011 issue of the Lanthorn,
there was letter to the editor
entitled “Race is Irrelevant”.
There are a few questions
that I felt that I had to give
an argument for in defense.
“Why does diversity mat
ter?” is a question which has
found greater importance in
our age of diversity. What,
then, is the defense against
the questions “Why does
it matter?”, “Isn’t race ir
relevant?”, “Aren’t we all
people?*’, and “Isn’t skin
color an irrelevant feature7’
These questions share a
common thread. It is a cer
tain tendency to question the
question of race in the dawn
of this “new era” which
some people champion as
a post-racial era. There is a
half-white half-black presi
dent in office, there is no
more slavery, that things are
(relatively) equal, so why
shouldn’t we let this focus
on skin colour die? Why
does it matter if “minority
enrollment is on the rise”
and why does it matter if
“minority role models are.
scarce”? Perhaps it might
be important to note that
such questions fall into their
own trap. They imagine
that skin colour is all that
diversity brings. That skin
colour and minorities only
bring an unimportant visage
of tolerance and that this is,
in itself, a sort of racism.

I, myself, had fallen into
that trap before. So, what is
diversity for?
I feel sad to say that “It
shouldn’t matter what color
our skin is” is not one that
is reflected in real life. Yes,
racism has largely been
eliminated and, yes, it can
be ignored when there are
pockets of overt racism,
but that is not the issue. We
are people of appearances.
That is not to say that we
do not fight this or cannot
try to overcome this. What I
mean is that, because most
of us have eyesight, we
judge with our eyes, even
unconsciously. The colour
of someone’s skin can bring
with it a multitude of differ
ent experiences from how
people perceive them or
you. The same could be said
of sex. When one looks at a
muscular male, how many
can imagine that the person
might enjoy shopping for
accessories? When someone
looks at a petite female, how
many can imagine that they
might enjoy wrestling and
hunting? And how many
of you actually defaulted to
imagining a white person
for both of those examples?
This is also compounded
with the fact that while
“skin color doesn’t deter
mine. .. culture”, skin colour
and culture have a tendency
to go hand in hand with one
another and, even when

V

they don’t, it can offer a
unique perspective. What is
it like to be a black person
who grew up in a white
neighborhood? That is not
to say that white people
are not culturally diverse
as well. In fact, to clump
“white people” together
also fails to recognize this.
However, what “whiteness”
or lack thereof brings is an
interesting aspect of our
lived reality. Some black
people might wake up, look
in the mirror, and see a
black person. Some might
see a “person”. Some might
include their sex in this
self-image. However, once
“skin color does not matter”
is uttered, this reality is ob
scured. Even I have morn
ings where I wake up, look
in the mirror, and see an
Asian person rather than a
"person”. Sometimes I feel
aware of my “Asian-ness”
when outside. “Race is ir
relevant” does not explain
this phenomenon. It hides
it, packages it, and stuffs it
away. My Korean identity
is not particularly strong,
but moments like this point
to something more. A large
part of our identity is con
stituted for us by others and
our appearances. We can
fight this, but not by staying
silent about the issue.
So what is so important
about having a larger set of
minorities on campus? Is

it merely more minorities?
*
No. Rather, it is the perspec-i >
fives they bring. How can
we truly know if race is ir- ; ^
relevant if it is not discussed;
between ethnic and cultural ;
groups? There is no “bird’s ;*
eye view” that we can
somehow assume without
doing so. Allowing people
to be exposed to different
races opens up a forum, a
dialogue, for us to do such
;
a thing. We end up seeing
that “Perhaps our view of
the world is too egocentric”.
This is not through any real
fault of our own. It is a part
of the human condition. We
take for granted our own
positions that only when
confronted with something
unlike us, that we can
realize our differences and
our similarities with other
people. It is because of the
fact that minorities bring
more to this university than
'
the colour of their skin
that we should focus on
diversity. This is especially
important in certain areas of \
education. There are differ'
ent psychological outlooks,
different cultural mores, .
and much, much more that
we can learn from having
a larger diversity on the
campus.
Yoo jin Lee
GVSU senior
leeeug@mail gvsu.edu
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Literary work of the issue: The Sleeping Bear Whats?
Hannah Matro
Junior, professional writing

The Sleeping Bear
Dunes, if you hadn’t noticed,
recently gained extreme
national attention. ABC’s
Good Morning America
named the Dunes ‘The Most
Beautiful Plac$ in America’.
This majestic land forma
tion will certainly be getting
more tourist visits due to its
new-found fame; but what
about the Dunes warrants
such a prestigious title? And
what will the rise in recogni
tion mean for the surround
ing towns?
The Sleeping Beard
Dunes are located in the
Mayberry-eqsue town of
Glen Artx>r. Michigan, 25
miles from the mecca of Tra
verse City (which recently
got a Big Lots! and a Buffalo
Wild Wings: they’re moving
up in the world, finally). The
Dunes are quite desolate,
with rolling hills and water
surrounding all sides. When
you get to the top of them,
l^ake Michigan’s azure
waters linger in the distance.
You can walk to the Lake
from here.. .but it takes
about four times longer than
it looks like it would. Ac
companying the Bear Dunes
is the Pier Stocking Scenic
Drive, which takes its travel
ers on a journey through
maple forests and also offers
exceptional views of both
Lake Michigan and Glen
Lake. Also, in neighboring
Glen Haven, a general store,
blacksmith shop, and U.S.
Coast Guard Museum take
visitors back to a simpler
time.
You probably didn’t grow
up going to the Dunes every
Memorial Day. You may not
have ever even visited the
massive sand deposit. You
probably haven’t ever seen

someone try to ski down
(yes; I mean ski — poles and
everything) them on a warm
May day, and I’m going to
assume you’ve never trekked
the climb in the pre-snow
winter, when the sand feels
like little beads of icy death
on your soles. Well, I have.
I’ve done all these things
at least once in my life,
and I'm going to assume
that with all the warranted
attention that the Dunes are
getting, I’m not going to be
so alone in my endeavors
over the next few years.
So what precisely makes
this place worth the insanely
long and twisty car ride up
to the peninsula? (Seriously;
if you get car sick, bring
some water if you ever go).
Well,The Sleeping Bear
Dunes have this atmosphere.
The air is CLEAR and the
water is BLUE and the sand
is HOT and the views, oh the
views, are SPECTACULAR.
The Dunes themselves are
steeper than they look once
you start climbing, but quite
honestly, when you reach the
tippy top and plop yourself
down on one of the three
benches, the view is worth it
all: the farmland and idyllic
white farmhouse in the dis
tance, just to the left of Little
and Big Glen Lakes on one
side, and the far-off Lake
Michigan, barely visible, but
no doubt present on a misty
day, on the other side. This
panoramic view is perfect,
but pictures don’t do it one
bit of justice. It’s something
you really just need to ex
perience to understand; and
more and more people are
making the visit to under
stand firsthand.
So what does this pre
sumed tourist boost mean for
the Dunes and the surround
ing towns? Well, I’m no
expert, but the experts say it

means jobs.. .and it means
business.. .and it means a
little less privacy for those
who call this place home.
One of the facts residents in
tourist towns have to realize
is this: you’re going to get
tourists, and they’re going
to drive 35mph in a 55mph
zone, and they’re going to
buy up all the fudge, and
most certainly they’re going
to ask whether the Lake is
home to sharks (if you want
to have some fun, walk
behind some tourists and
say ‘‘Did you hear about the
Great White that inhaled
that child last week?”) If
it weren’t for all these an
noyances, though, locals
wouldn’t just have the pris
tine location to themselves,
though you can bet they
wish for it often; they’d have
less shops, less revenue,
and therefore they could
possibly all be living in tents
on a beach (which would
only be fun for maybe two
days, three if there’s no rain/
snow/wind/bugs/heat). In
short, the “fudgies” make the
towns what they are. Suttons
Bay and Glen Arbor and Leland are so dismal and lonely
in the winter that when
summer rolls around it feels
like New York City. Tourist
town residents everywhere
should just learn to love ’em
(and learn to pass cars even
on curvy roads).
In short, the Sleeping
Bear Dunes are marvelous
and deserve all the attention
they (may) now receive.
There are pros and cons in
regards to the fame, just as
there are pros and cons for
nearly everything in life. As
long as the Dunes remain
what they have always been,
and visitors get to see them
and surrounding towns in
their true form, bring on the
fudgies!
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a Career
in Law?
Join Us for cm Admissions Reception

Michigan State University College of Law
Wednesday, November 9, 2011
7:00 to 8:30 p.m.
Grand Valley State University
DeVos Center, Loosemore Auditorium, 401 W. Fulton St.
This informative reception will feature remarks by MSU Law administrators, faculty, alumni, and students. Informal
conversation will allow prospective law students and their guests to ask questions and obtain information about the
Law College’s academic programs and admission requirements.

MICHIGAN STATE

There is no cost to attend, but space limitations require that you RSVP
on or before November 8 at admiss@law.msu.edu or 517-432-0222.

UNIVERSITY

COLLEGE OF LAW
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BRAND.-VALLEY lANTHGRN’S HALLOWEEN
PHOTO CONTEST FINALISTS

1st place: $50 Meijer card
2nd place: $15 Boardwalk
Subs gift card
3rd Place: $10 Boardwalk
Subs gift card

Here’s your chance to vote on this
year's winning photo. Cast your
vote in one of two ways:
1) Answer the poll on the Grand
Valley Lanthorn Face book fan page
2) Tweet photo number GKJVLanthorn

Voting ends at A p.in. Friday
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SPORTS

SHORTS
BRIEFS

W. SOCCER

LAKERS TO HOST GLIAC TOURNEY
Dilanni said he feels that the team hit a
low spot while on the road this season, but
GVL Staff Writer
because of excellent team chemistry, they
have since recovered — something the
ovember has arrived, and with it players also agree with.
comes the beginning of another
“I feel like we’re peaking at the right
postseason for Grand Valley State time,” said Megan Brown, junior defend
University’s women’s soccer team. er. “Winning games and scoring a lot of
The Lakers (16-0-2, 15-0 GLIAC) are goals helps a lot, especially when we’re all
looking to continue their recent dominance connecting very well. Going into the post
over the GLIAC, after taking their seventh- season, that’s good for our confidence and
consecutive conference championship we’re in a good spot to keep going.”
earlier this season with three games left to
Morale is high after the Lakers im
play. Winning the GLIAC Tournament this proved from a one-loss season last year to
year would mark the third year in a row that finishing the GLIAC a perfect 15-0. Many
the Lakers have won the
erf the players have been here
single-elimination tourna
before, helping to add to the
ment.
team’s morale.
I feel like
The tournament be
“I think right now we’re
we're peaking
gan Tuesday with No.
excited,”
Dilanni
said.
6-seeded Ferris State Uni
“We’ve got enough upper
at the right
versity visiting No. 3 Ash
classmen that have played
land University, and No. 5
enough big games in the
time. ...That's
National Tournament. They
Tiffin University visiting
good for our
know what time it is.... We’re
No. 4 Northern Michigan
confidence...** getting close to the fun time.
University in quarterfinal
clashes.
That’s what’s motivating the
The top-seeded teams
team on.”
Megan Brown
Goalkeeper
Chelsea
in the tournament, GVSU
Junior defender Parise has made 45 saves
and Ohio Dominican Uni
versity, received byes into
this season, allowed only five
the semifinal round of the
goals and has 11 shutouts.
tournament. Being the overall top overall
“It is no different than what we have
seed in the tournament, GVSU will meet been doing the past few months; we are still
Tiffin in the semifinals on Friday.
playing the game of soccer,” Parise said.
GVSU met Tiffin last year in GLIAC “The only change is giving everything you
Tournament final where they defeated the have every game because you are not guar
Dragons 2-0. The Lakers defeated Tiffin anteed anything in the post season. Right
4-0 in their only regular season meeting.
now, we are looking to accomplish our next
Head coach Dave Dilanni said his team season goal which is winning the GLIAC
is coming into the post season healthier than tournament.”
it was at times during the regular season.
Brown said there is not any added pres
“We’ve got everybody back who’s go sure going into the post season.
ing to be back (for the tournament),” Dilan
“We have to keep working hard, doing
ni said. “Kelsey Fiscus,... one of our sopho what we’re doing and playing well togeth
mores who played a huge role on our team er,” Brown said.
last year, is back practicing with us.”
The Lakers’ first postseason game will
Fiscus scored her first goal in a Laker be the GLIAC semifinal against Tiffin on
uniform last year in the 4-0 GLIAC semi Friday at 7 p.m. at the GVSU soccer field.
final win over Findlay University.
jmaheredgin @ lanthorn oom

By Joe Maher-Edgin

GLIAC to add two
new members for
2012-13

N

Joining the confer
ence realignment fad,
the Great Lakes Intercolegiate
Athletic
Conference will be ex
panding this summer.
Beginning on July 1,
2012, the GLIAC will
welcome Malone Uni
versity (Canton, Ohio)
and Walsh University
(North Canton, Ohio) to
the conference.
Both universities are
making the transition
from NAIA to Division
II, and were voted into
the conference by the
league's president coun
cil. The expansion will
give the GLIAC a total of
16 active members and
two affiliate members.
Although both in
stitutions will be eli
gible for regular season
competition during the
2012-2013
academic
year, they will not be
qualified to participate
in conference tourna
ments if an automatic
berth to the playoffs is
at stake.
The GLIAC last ex
panded in 2010 when
Lake Erie College and
Ohio Dominican Uni
versity were added to
the conference.
GVL Archive

ONLINE

Head first: Freshman forward Charlie Socia goes up for a header during a past match

against Northwood University. The Lakers face Tiffin Friday in the GLIAC semifinals.

VOLLEYBALL

Young team gears
up for postseason
' ErV*.

With two games left in
the regular season be
fore the GLIAC quarter
finals, the GVSU volley
ball team is preparing
for the tournament.
www.larithorn.com/sports

SCHEDULE
W. SOCCER
Friday vs. Tiffin, 7 p.m.
Sunday vs.TBA, 1 p.m

VOLLEYBALL
Friday at Lake Superior
State, 4 p.m.
Sunday at Northwood,
2 p.m.

.

GVL Archive

Embargoed: Baseball head coach Steve Lyon directs his team in a past game. Lyon has worked for two years to organize the team's upcoming trip to Cuba, where they will play against local students.

W. CROSS
COUNTRY

By Jon Van Zytveld

Saturday at NCAA

GVL Staff Writer

Regional, 11 a.m.

M. CROSS
COUNTRY
Saturday at NCAA
Regional, 11 a.m.

FOOTBALL
Saturday at
Northwood, noon

M. BASKETBALL
Sunday at Iowa State,
1:30 p.m.

W. BASKETBALL
Sunday at Michigan
State, 2.pm.

When Grand Valley State Univer
sity baseball head coach Steve Lyon
traveled to Cuba last November, he
knew that it would be the perfect place
for his team to experience a culture
that shares the common passion of
baseball.
While the trip, which would bring
the entire GVSU team to Cuba for a
week, had been in the works for al
most a year, Lyon’s experiences in the
Cuban capital city of Havana with the
Grand Rapids-based charity First Hand
Aid solidified his resolve.
“Baseball is, by far, the No. 1 sport
in the country," Lyon said. “You go
there and you can see it being played
in the streets. It’s played in every little

patch of grass that they call a park and
with a level of enthusiasm and energy
that is just amazing.”
Because of the long-felt tension be
tween the U.S. and Cuba, the process
of getting approval on the trip took
more than two years, and involved
campaigning by both the university
and elected officials. GVSU only re
cently received the final approval for
trip, which is scheduled to run Jan. 3
through Jan. 9.
“It’s been quite an ordeal," said
GVSU athletic director Tim Selgo, who
was heavily involved in the process.
"We were forewarned that it would
take a long time to jump through all the
hoops for the Cuban government, but
we were a little more surprised that it
took our government even longer.”
Now that the project has been giv
en a green light. Lyon, Selgo and the

university are planning the bus ride to
Toronto, Canada, and the subsequent
flight to Havana, Cuba, as well as the
housing accommodations for the trip.
However, the trip has a certain level
of responsibility that must be met, and
each student is required to attend four
seminars that cover everything from
travel to language.
In addition, the team must begin
training in order to be prepared for the
friendly competition that they will take
part in while in Cuba.
“During the off season, we’re typi
cally woridng hard with conditioning,
getting stronger and quicker,” Lyon
said. "This year, we have to be ready to
play games in the first week of January,
as opposed to the first week of March.
The calendar that we’ve gotten used to
in my 14 years here has changed.”
While culturally, athletically and

educationally beneficial to the Lakers,
the trip will also give the team a chance
to test their strengths before their spring
season.
“We’re going to be ready to play and
get a few games under our belt eariy,”
Lyon said. “I think we’ll find out a few
things out about our team while we’re
down there competing.”
For senior Ryan Garman, the best
part of the trip will be the community
outreach and humanitarian aid pro
grams that the team will take part in.
“I know we’re traveling there to
play baseball, but it’s just great to be
able to go to Cuba and provide medi
cine, food, and used gloves and jerseys
that we take for granted here while
they’re playing with a ball of rolled up
tape” he said. “It’s a once-in-a-lifetime
opportunity. I can’t wait.”

jvanzytveld® lanthorn com

Reading The Lanthorn
WIN A PRIZE! GET YOUR PICTURE IN THE PAPER!
rules and restrictions m.iy be found on the Marketplace
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W. BASKETBALL
%

Team steps off court to help
Burgess said she had been
reading articles about Crook
GVL Staff Writer
for months and knew a way
for her team to help. Three
he offseason is not just days before Crook’s surgery,
a time for an athlete to she joined the Lakers during a
prepare for the upcom practice for a shoot-around.
ing season, but also a time to“The experience to shoot
get involved and help the com hoops with Alyssia was oncein-a-lifetime,” said junior
munity that surrounds her.
During the summer, mem center Alex Stelfox. “It was
bers of the Grand Valley State very motivating to see her in
University women’s basket the condition she was in while
ball team stepped outside of being cheerful and happy
their comfort zones to par- knowing what she was about
« ticipate in community service to go through.”
^projects in Alabama to help
Only five months later.
Crook is now a staple for the
^Momado victims.
The service project was Lakers team, attending every
Vlpart of an annual tradition for practice.
Crook can be seen on the
team, which brainstorms
of how to give back to bench this season as their stu
community before its sea- dent manager.
begins.
“Even after her surgery,
Last
May, the team she came right back on the
reached out to a Hudsonville court and shot with us, and
'•-middle school student, Alys- like before she had a smile on
her face the entire time” Stel
sia Crook.
A GVSU basketball fan, fox said.
While their service in Ala
Crook was bom with debilidefects to both legs and bama was further from home
undergone several surger- than their experiences with
in hopes to relieve pain Crook, it was part of a goal to
improve her mobility, help a community in a more
that month, she went drastic way.
The Lakers knew that they
the knife one more time
were going to have to throw
amputate her left leg.
GVSU head coach Janel in some elbow grease to see

By Melanie Huhn

»»

T

some smiles when helping
clean up the devastation after
a tornado ripped through the
town of Tuscaloosa, Ala., in
early August.
“Our trip was really an
eye-opening experience to see
a community be blown away
from such a major devasta
tion, especially in the United
States,” Burgess said. “The
most rewarding part for the
girls was to see how appre
ciative everyone was to them
throwing in a few days of hard
work and sweat to get that
town back on their feet.”
The women’s team spent
three days in Alabama help
ing re-build the community
and bonding as team.
“I think anytime a team is
together in a situation outside
of the norm it will cause a
team to bond,” said senior for
ward Kara Crawford. “When
you deal with seeing devasta
tion affecting people’s lives,
you lean on your teammates
and coaches.”
Fans can see what that
off-season preparation has
amounted to on the court as
the Lakers take on Division I
opponent Michigan State on
Sunday at the Breslin Center
in East Lansing.

sports @ lanthorn .com

unity

GVL Archive
Helping hand: Junior Alex Stelfox goes up for a layup during a past match. During their offseason,

members of the basketball team devoted time to helping others in their community and outside the state.

.FORMER GV ATHLETES INDUCTED INTO HALL OF FAME

f Chicago White Sox pitcher Matt Thornton leads the pack of six athletes commemorated on Oct. 28
JBy Stephanie Dieble

%SVL Intern

i
i
!
!
J
|
j
|

Long after their playing
days have ended, Amber
Castonguay, Eric Cowles,
Reggie Spearmon, Mirela
Tutundzic, Matt Thornton
and Jason VanElst still
hold their place in Grand
Valley State University’s
record books.
The six former athletes, who helped build
the tradition and competitive excellence that exists
within GVSU Athletics

» today, were inducted into
I the GVSU Athletic Hall of
! Fame on Friday.
“When you come to
| Grand Valley, it’s like you
‘ have to win now,” said
| Spearmon, a former run* ning back on the football
* team and the program’s
: all-time leading rusher. “I
l think that’s a great tradii tion.”
r

Spearmon added that
although each inductee
is different and accom
plished his own unique
things, everyone did their
parts to up-start the level
of play for the GVSU Ath
letics.
“Eric was first golfer to
be inducted into the Hall
of Fame, and Thornton
is one of the top baseball
players to be at Grand Val
ley,” Spearmon said. “He
got drafted to the White
Sox. that’s huge, and he
played an All-Star game.
You can’t beat that.”
As a member of the
football team from 1999
to 2002, Spearmon helped
GVSU win its first nation
al championship in any
sport.
Throughout his career,
he garnered three AllGLLAC honors and he
was named a second team
All-American during his
senior season.

on honor to be the first soc
cer player inducted into
the Grand Valley Hall of
Fame,” she said. “During
the time that I was playing
we didn’t win any national
championships unlike the ^
teams right now, but one
of things I got away from
it is lifelong lessons that I
learned from the coaching
staff as well as my team
mates.*4
For Tutundzic, the suc
cess she achieved on the
field is in large part thanks
to the players who paved
the way for her to com
pete as a Laker.
“If it wasn’t for those
great players that played
before me, players like
myself and Jen Swalec and
Jaci Lange, we would’ve
never game to Grand Val
ley. So we also have a lot
of thanking for the players
GVt / Eric Coulter
that played before us,” she Top of the class: Hall of Fame inductee Reggie
Spearmon greets the crowd after being
said.

“Leaving Grand Val (women’s soccer, 2002ley with the most yards 2005) — all played piv
and the most touchdowns otal roles in creating a
as a running back, I really winning tradition for their
can’t describe the feel respective programs.
Tutundzic ranks second
ing,” Spearmon said. “It’s
really anUBncJHfc be able all-time in seven different
offensive
to say toggle
categories.
kids I was
When you
An insur
one of the
ance goal
best ever to
come to Grand
she scored
play at Grand
Valley, it's like you in the 2005
Valley.”
Although
have to win now. Midwest
Regional
Spearmon
I think that's a
Champion
and VanElst,
an individual
great tradition?* ship match
is
some
track
and
thing that
field national
be
champion,
Reggie Spearmon will
were
the
Hall of Fame inductee cemented
in
Laker
only athletes
soccer his
to win na
tional titles during their tory forever. The goal
careers, the other four ath propelled the Lakers to
letes — Castonguay (soft- a 2-0 win over Northern
ball, 1999-2002), Cowles Kentucky, giving the team
(men’s golf, 1998-2001), a berth in the NCAA Final
Thornton (baseball, 1996- Four for the first time.
“Obviously it was huge
1998)
and Tutundzic

sports @ lanthorn .com

announced during the Homecoming game.
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FOOTBALL

GV travel

orthwood looking for sixth-straight victory

Lakers look to stall rush-heavy Timberwolf offense
By Brady Fredericksen
GVL Sports Editor

It's a huge challenge because

you basically have to design a
oming off a stretch
in which it faced
whole new defense. You have
off with three of the
GLIAC’s most wide-open different guvs at different
spread offenses, the Grand
positions...
Valley State University
Matt Mitchell
football team is returning
to practice with an eye on
GVSU head coach
a new opponent: the Woodbone.
A variation of the wish lot of times where our line
“The offense kind of
bone-offense, the Woodbone backers are going to have to works in a conjunction, so
is Northwood University’s be tackling dives and tak when everyone is playing
(2-7, 1-7 GLIAC) primary ing care of business, and if well, it makes everyone’s
offensive set and will give they’re missing tackles it’s job easier,” Parling said.
“Hersey (Jackson) has defi
the Lakers (6-3, 5-3 GLI: going to be a long day.”
AC) a unique challenge on
Despite the unique chal nitely picked up the slack
the defensive side of the ball lenge that the Woodbone with Norman (Shuford)
offense brings, the .GVSU. „ going down,.and he’s been
•It’S a huge challenge debase has been playing its playing wqjl 7 ,1 think he’s
because you basically have best Football of the season going to keep it up.”
Keeping it up will be
to design a whole new de recently.
fense,” said GVSU head
The unit’s second-half something the entire roster
coach Matt Mitchell, whose shutout of Michigan Tech will try to continue. Despite
team defeated Northwood nological University last the success they’ve seen in
35-21 last season. “You week, after a porous first their current four-game win
have different guys at differ half, showed the kind of ad ning streak, the defensive
ent positions, and they have justments it has been able to transition from preparing
for spread offenses to pre
different things they need to make this season.
However, Heath Parling paring for an option offense
look at and do, so it’s a big
and the GVSU offense have will bring challenges.
challenge for us.”
“You can’t overlook any
That challenge will come also been clicking on all cyl
from Northwood’s quar inders in recent weeks. The one. Obviously, Indy and
terback Aaron Shavers and sophomore quarterback has Findlay earlier, we may
sophomore fullback Camer thrown just one interception have overlooked those guys,
on Jackson. The duo has led since his three-interception and it came back to bite us,”
an offense that moves the performance against Find said junior offensive line
ball on the ground almost lay in Week 4, and fellow man Tim Lelito. “We’re pro
77 percent of the time and sophomore Hersey Jackson gressing now, and we have
will look to do so against has given the offense life on to continue progressing, so I
think that’s the biggest key
a GVSU defense that has the ground.
Jackson’s play in par right now.”
allowed big plays on the
The game will kick off
ground at various times ticular has been a key to the
Lakers on both sides of the at noon on Saturday in Mid
throughout the season.
“It’s a big difference, and ball. His ability to grind out land, Mich. Fans can listen
the position group most af yards in short-yardage situ to the action live on WMUS
107.9 or follow the action
fected by it is the defensive ations has kept the offense
ends - they have to almost alive on long drives while live on Twitter @Lanthomlearn
new
techniques,’’ also giving the defense time Sports.
sports@ lanthorn .com
Mitchell said. “There’s a to rest on the sidelines.
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Last-ditch effort: Senior free safety Zach Breen dives for the legs of his opponent during last year's game

against Northwood University. The Lakers (6-3,5-3 GLIAC) face off against the Tlmberwolves Saturday at noon.
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Zach Galloway

Joe Bitterman

Linebacker

Defensive back

With Luther Ware suffering from
a hamstring injury, Galloway
will need to continue his strong
play against Northwood's
option-offense. The sophomore
recorded nine tackles and a sack
last week.

A former quarterback turned
running back turned defensive
back, Bitterman has give
Northwood production in his first
year on defensive. Tied for the team
lead in interceptions with two, the
junior has also shown ability on
offensive this season.

Passing
Rushing
Receiving
Tackles
Sacks
Interceptions

Jovonne Augustus

Cameron Jackson

Fullback

NORTHWOOD STAT LEADERS

Wide receiver

Augustus' ability to go up and
catch passes in the end zone
has been a key to the Lakers'
success in the red zone this
season, and against a defense
that has allowed a league-low 12
touchdowns in the red zone, he
will need to play well.

At a position that's normally a non
factor, Jackson is the centerpiece
in Northwood's offense. With
the return of quarterback Aaron
Shavers, who missed three games
this season, the big sophomore
might have openings that the GVSU
defense will need to account for.

GVSU STAT LEADERS

Passing
Rushing
Receiving
Tackles
Sacks
Interceptions

Heath Parling
Hersey Jackson
Charles Johnson
Brad Howard
Andre Thomas
Erik Thompson

Aaron Shavers
Cameron Jackson
Quillan Mathis
Ryan Whittum
Kyle Fikki
Fabian Jackson

a*

125/204, 2009 yards, 29:9 (TD:llsfT)
119 rushes, 687 yards, 7 TDs
!
46 rec, 874 yards, 11 TDs
30 solo, 39 ast, 69 total
7.5 sacks, 33 yards lost
4INT, 225 yards, 2 TDs

38/76,587 yards, 2:2 (TD:INT)
168 rushes 777 yards, 6 TDs
15 rec, 314 yards, 1 TD
37 solo, 37 ast, 74 total
4.0 sacks, 23 yards lost
2 INT, 12 yards, 0 TDs

GRAND VALLEY

Fall Theater Preview
Pulitzer Prize-winning play to be performed by GVSU

Courtesy Photo / dogstorytheater.com

Lifetime of love: Gary E. Mitchell (left) and GV alum Mary Beth

Quillin star in Dog Story Theater's production of'My Dearest
Friend,' the story of John and Abigail Adams' relationship.

Courtesy Photo / mercerspace.com

Family ties: GVSU Theater will present “Crimes of the Heart’ a story of three sisters healing after one shoots her abusive husband, which opens on Nov. 11.

'Crimes of the Heart' to showcase student, community talents in Louis Armstrong Theater
Within the humor of the play lie issues
that were just as heated in the 1970’s as
GVL Staff Writer
they are today, including race, domestic
abuse, money and politics.
“Through this at times chaotic and hi
he most recent production from the
Grand Valley’s State University larious reunion, they discover a strong
theatM^epartment tells the story of need for each other and the strength of
three sisters fifcn a family that is anything
family” Ek said. “The journey of family
but functionary
through joy and sorrow is something that
“Crimes of the Heart,” the 1981 Pulit most of us have an understanding about.”
Participation in the production is not
zer Prize-winning play by Beth Henley,
will run in the GVSU Louis Armstrong limited to GVSU students.
Theatre from Nov. 11 through Nov. 19.
“Some of our productions also include
Tickets ran0d'fc«)Rt<$&4o$12. •♦mnutirw* arommunkyi members and professional ao
“I feel Henley has crewed a stoj^jyjtty ^ v{9rs,” said Jack Lane, box office and house
visceral and vulnerable window to the hu manager of the Louis Armstrong Theatre.
man condition,” said director Rob Ek.
“Our costumes, sets and lighting are all
The play is a dark comedy based around designed and managed by experienced
three sisters who reunite in their home professionals.”
Lane said GVSU’s productions offer
town in Mississippi after one erf them
shoots her abusive husband. Although it the community a high-value production
is obvious the-sisters care for each other with less-expensive ticket prices than most
deeply, their backhanded comments to Grand Rapids productions.
“While our budget may pale in com
each other throughout the play keep the
parison to other theaters, we are always
tone somewhat light-hearted.

By Chris LaFoy

The journey of
family through joy and
sorrow is something

T

that most of us have an
understanding about.**
Rob Ek
I

"Crimes of the Heart" director

extremely proud «f the. end results of our
productions” Lane said.
<uut
There will be two more main stage ma
jor productions this season. The GVSU
Opera Theatre will perform “The Light
in the Piazza” in February, and Theatre at
Grand Valley will present “Antona Gar
cia” in March.
Performances will be held on Nov. 1 i,
12,17,18 and 19 at 7:30 p.m. with a 2 p.m.
Sunday matinee on Nov. 13.

clafoy @ lanthorn rom

Performances will be held on Nov. IT, 12,17,18 and 19 at 7:30
p.m. with a 2 p.m. Sunday matinee on Nov. 13.

Shakespeare Festival draws to close
with Bard to Go performance
By Chris LaFoy
GVL Staff Writer

After taking its show out of the country,
the Grand Valley State University theater
group Bard to Go will wrap up this year’s
Shakespeare Festival with a final commu
nity performance this weekend.
Bard to Go traveled to the Bahamas in
early October to join other groups perform
ing in the Shakespeare in Paradise festival.
Now back in West Michigan, the group is
giving the public a chance to see its unique
style erf Shakespeare.
The show starts at 1 p.m. and will be
held at the Loosemore Auditorium at the
Pew Campus immediately following the
2011 Shakespeare competition Battle of
the Bards, which awards cash prizes for
Shakespeare- or Elizabethan England-re
lated student work.
Bard to Go performs selections from
Shakespeare’s plays that center around
specific themes, which are related to that
year’s main stage performance. This year’s
theme is “Lovestruck.”
Theater patrons familiar with Shake
speare will recognize characters and scenes
from plays like “A Midsummer Night’s
Dream,” “The Merchant of Venice,” “The
Tempest.” “The Taming erf the Shrew,”
“The Comedy of Errors” and “Hamlet.”
Karen Libman, GVSU professor and
director of “Lovestruck,” said this week
end’sjerformance will be the public’s only
<i to see the show.
Before Bard to Go takes the stage.
Battle Iof the Bards finalists in the Best
Visual1 Arts and Best Performing Arts will

Courtesy Photo / Karen Libman

On the road: Student performers in Bard to Go' bond in the Bahamas during their trip to perform at the
Shakespeare in Paradise festival. The final performance of Bard to Go is Saturday at 1 p.m. in Loosemore.

perform or be displayed, and the audience
will determine the winner.
“(Battle of the Bards) will have a wide
representation erf works by students vary
ing from performances, analytical and cre
ative writing to multiple visual arts,” said
Heather Brown, sound designer for Bard
to Go.
Brown said this a good event for peo
ple even if they are not very familiar with
Shakespeare.
“It opens new doors to Shakespeare that
some people normally would not be able

GV alum to
bring Abigail
Adams to life

to get just watching a Shakespeare perfor
mance or reading one of his plays or the
many writings and research on him and his
time.” Brown said.
These performances are all a part of
the GVSU Shakespeare Festival, a collec
tion of events and performances designed
to raise appreciation of the writer’s work.
The festival began last month and included
performances of “Twelfth Night,” a greenshow and the GVSU Renaissance Festi
val.

clafoy® lanthorn £Om
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‘My Dearest Friend' opens at
Dog Story Theater on Nov. 11
By Cory Finkbeiner
GVL Staff Writer

Grand Rapids spouses will travel eras on the stage
to portray the relationship erf a founding father and first
lady in a local production of “My Dearest Friend.”
The production, a two-character play about the re
lationship of John and Abigail Adams, opens Nov. 11
at 8 pm. Tickets cost $ 15 for adults and $8 for students
and seniors.
The play runs through Nov. 13 at the Dog Story
Theater in downtown Grand Rapids.
The play is based on John’s memories of Abigail
shortly after her death, ranging from the courtship erf
the characters in their l20s to their stint in the White
House. The wide time frame forced the only Nki ac
tors in the play, married couple Mary Beth Quillm and
Gary E. Mitchell, to branch their characterizations
across age definitions.
Quillin, a Grand Valley
State University alumna,
Their
and Mitchell founded
relationship
GEM Theatrics to produce
2-character shows they
is a prism
could be in together, part
ly because they wanted to
through
spend more time together
which we
but also because of their
on-stage compatibility.
can come to
“We work the same
way and we know what to
understand
expect from each other,”
more fully
Mitchell said. “We don’t
have to agonize over ev
the history of
ery decision.”
our country's
“My Dearest Friend”
focuses less on the histori
beginnings. yy
cal events of the Ameri
Mary Beth
can Revolution and more
about the relationship
Quillin
between John and Abi
GV alum, actress
gail known through the
frequent letter correspon
dence kept between them
during that time.
“Their relationship is a prism through which we can •
come to understand more fully the history of our coun
try’s beginnings,” Quillin said. “And perhaps put John
Adams’ place in history in context.”
Mitchell said the life of John Adams has always ap
pealed to him.
“He’s the underdog who accomplishes great things,”
he said. “He was short, fat, loud, tactless, obnoxious
and disliked, but more than anything else he had a vi
sion of what America could be and worked tirelessly to
achieve independence for our nation.”
John Adams’ propensity to convey some less-thandarling traits created a challenge for Mitchell.
“We all like to be liked,” he said. “And John Adams
was not always the most likable of men.”
Quillin said she admires her character Abigail be
cause she was not the typical first lady of the age.
“Abigail was an incredibly strong woman — physi
cally, emotionally and intellectually,” she said. “Her
views on equal rights for women and her strong antislavery stance are the two most striking things about
her that draw me to her as a person.”
For more information about showtimes or to buy
tickets, visit www.dogstorytheateTcom.

efinkheiner<§> lanthorn rom
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Free Classifieds for
Students, Faculty and Staff
Classifieds@Lanthorn.com

Marketplace

Some (dilutions apply

Announcements
ATTN.: All Seniors
You are invited to a free cup
of coffee on me. Feel free to
stop by my insurance office
on 48th just north of M-45. I
would love to meet with you
as you embark on your life
journey. We can discuss your
insurance needs.
"Interested In Advertising?”
Come check out GV Ad Club
on Monday nights in MAK
BLL 110. Join other passion
ate ad stuentsfor agency
tours, workshops, network
ing and much more! Check
out our Fapebook page for
more info!
REWARD!
A Lanthorn news stand is
missing from Niemeyer Hon
ors College building. We are
offering a reward for informa
tion leading to-the recovery
of
this
item.
Call:
616-331-2460
E-mail: Lanthorn@gvsu.edu
What do you want to change
in
the
world?
Visit
www.gvsu.edu/socialjustice
to enroll in the Change U
revolution.

Housing
Female subleaser needed
from Jan.-July at 48West. 3
fun female roommates, Rent
$420 plus utilities. It come
with a lot of free amenities
and room comes furnished
(bed, dresser and desk)
E-mail if you are interested
rosenbed@mail.gvsu.edu

Subleaser Needed ASAP!
Need sub lease by January
$460/month ($50 utilities)
$300 application fee, will pay
half of it. Also will pay 1st.
Month utilities, for more info
contact
Evan
at
616-283-0645 txt or call.

Internships
The Stow Company
Job Title: Human Resources
Internship
Location: Holland, Ml
Salary Level: $9-$11/hr.
Hours: 20 hrs.
Search Job ID: 15559552
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
Spectrum Health (Helen DeVos Children's Hospital)
Job Title: Marketing/Commu
nications Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary Level: Unpaid
Hours: 16-24 hrs.
Search Job ID: 15559677
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

College Pro
Job Title: Summer 2012
Management
lnternship:Franchise Man
ager
Location:Grand Rapids,Ml
Salary: Paid Internship
Email
David
at
dleveque@collegepro.com or
visit www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Grand Rapids Public Schools
(GRPS)
Job Title: Communications
Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary Level: Unpaid
Search Job ID: 15555079
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

MarketLab
Job Title: Copywriter Intern &
Web Design Intern
Location: Caledonia, Ml
Salary Level: $ 12/hr
Search Job ID: 15559686 &
15559687
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Cambridge Mortgages
Job Title: Assistant Loan Of
ficer Intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Hours: 20+ hrs.
Salary Level: $8/hr. plus bo
nuses
Search Job ID: 15558590
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Grand Rapids Children's Mu
seum
Job Title: Grant Writing Intern
& Development Assistant In
tern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary Level: Unpaid
Search Job ID: 15551639 &
1551638
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

The Buckle Inc.
Job Title: Management Intern
Location:
Grand
Rapids/Grandville, Ml
Salary Level: $9-$10/hr.
Search Job ID: 15551356
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Fitzgerald's Men's Store
Job Title: Retail/Marketing In
ternship
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Salary Level: $8-$12/hr.
Search Job ID: 15551560
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Classifieds@Lanthorn.com

Miscellaneous

MIGHTYminis

Get Caught Promotion. Rules
and Restrictions. Only one
student or faculty is a winner
per issue. Readers will be
chosen at random through
out the week on campus.
The prize awarded is
to-be-determined at random
but may include gift cards,
t-shirts, etc. Winners are re
quested to have their picture
taken and answer some
questions to be published in
the Lanthorn.
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Opportunities
Bartending. High income po
tential. Training courses and
equipment available. Call
1-800-965-6520 ext. 226

Jfitttf/om

GET YOUR

GVSU
NEWS
HERE
ONLY $10 PER ISSUE
for nor* informal .<_>n
call 6t6 5512434

...

lakerjo**
www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs
Visit LakerJobs for full job descriptions,
additional job opportunities and to apply today I
GVSU Career Services
616.331.3311 | career^Cvsu.edu
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Without rotating the small squares on the right, try to arrange them into
the pattern shown in the diagram at the left so that the number next to
each large tnangle equals the sum of the four numbers in that triangle.

by Linda Thistle
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Puzzle
Solutions

Try Squares
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DIFFICULTY THIS WEEK: ★ ★ ★
★ Moderate ★ ★ Challenging
★ ★★ HOO BOY!
6 2011 King Features Synd., Inc.
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Place a number in the empty boxes in such a way
that each row across, each column down and
each small 9-box square contains all of the
numbers from one to nine.

„„i

(616) 331-2460

IMJN Enterprises
Job Title: Communications
and Marketing Intern
Location: Comstock Park, Ml
Salary Level: $1,000 + guar
anteed
Hours: 4 weeks
Search Job ID: 15559581
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

The U.S. Chamber of Com
merce
Job Title: International Trade
Internship
Location: Washington DC
Search Job ID: 15524478
For more information visit
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/

Third Coast Development UBS Financial Services
Subleaser needed ASAP! Partners LLC
Job Title: Financial Intern
PricewaterhouseCoopers,
Country Place G4- Price ne Job Title: Marketing Special
LLP
gotiable. AMAZING place to ist/intern
Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
Job Title: Semester of Dis
Salary Level: Unpaid
live. Please contact me if in Location: Grand Rapids, Ml
covery Intern Summer 2012
terested and you are wel Salary Level: $9.50/hr.
Search Job ID: 15554729
Location: Detroit, Ml
For more information visit
come to come and see, Hours: 5-10 hrs.
Search
Job ID: 15659663
SewcMekJQ:
15559478
■
E-mail: .LHisn-i iwn
io
'tittp'Y/www.gvsuedu/laker'* "< •
For more information visit
jobs/
.UUJtj
t Cl
delanerta@rWRHiqveu.edu.
ii-» For rpQre, jqfprmation visit (
http://www.gvsu.edu/lakerhttp://www.gvsu.edu/lakerjobs/
jobs/
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HERE IS A PLEASANT LITTLE GAME that will give you a
message every day It s a numerical puzzle designed to sped
out your fortune Count the letters in your first name If the
number of letters is 6 or more. subtract 4. If the number it less
than 6, add 3. The result is your key number Start at the up
per left-hand comer and check one of your key numbers, left
to right
Then read the message the letters under the
checked figures give you
• 2011 King Features Synd . Inc All rights reserved
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Competitors can't measure up to GV at Yardsticks I
.

V- •'
GVSU senior Adam Flokstra also re
By Brlana Doolan
turned to the event this year, this time as a
GVLA&E Editor
captain. Flokstra, who worked under Blos
som as an intern last year doing marketing
rand Valley State University’s for competition, said the value of the com
advertising and graphic design petition is to see real advertisements and
students took over the Yardsticks measure yourself up against what others are
competition on Oct. 27.
doing.
Yardsticks allows students to compete in
“In the classroom you work on cam
advertising and graphic design fields while paigns and the fundamentals,” he said. “At
learning and networking with profession the Yardsticks, you get to see actually adver
als. During this year’s competition, GVSU’s tisements students have worked on in their
Jessica Nowicki and Karen Verbrugge won own time.”
the advertising category, Meagan NormanNowicki, a GVSU senior, made an ad
Meadows and Jenn Lumetta won the graph vertisement for Nike Free Run shoes that
ic design category and Lane Zabawa, Caitlin was rated in the top two.
Thrasher and Jason Stratton won the Mock
“I wanted my advertisement to be set
Up category.
apart from the others and portray an im
GVSU student Enca Bush was recom portant message,” Nowicki said. “... I cre
mended by professor John Stipe to be the ated an advertisement called ‘Run Against
competition coordinator for the second year Traffic’ and brought attention to both Nike
in a row.
and The Traffic Jam Organization that fights
“It’s one of the only chances you get to against human trafficking.”
showcase your work as a college student be
Kendra Lokker, Yardsticks coordinator,
fore you’re off to the real world,” Bush said. said the majority of the 60 students entered
“The energy is so live at the Yardsticks, you were from GVSU. Other students involved
can’t even describe it. Students definitely attend Baker College, Calvin College, Fer
need to get involved with this competition ris State University and Central Michigan
— advertising, public relations, journalism, University.
writing and graphic design majors alike.”
“Pieces that are out-of-the-box, contro
versial, have a solid message with an appeal
to a specific audience, obvious stand-outs,
are usually chosen as winners,” Bush said.
“Pieces that start a conversation and/or tell
a story are the most powerful advertise
ments.”
Judges this year consisted of Cheryl Bell
and Tim Hackney of Fairly Painless, Bill
McKendry from Hanon McKendry, Greg
Palazzolo from Palazzolo Design, Zac Bo
swell from Auxiliary and Clayton Boothe
from Boothe Design.
“Students should get involved because it
gets them out of the classroom and network
ing with professionals,” Nowicki said. “As
students, we all receive homework grades
on our creative ideas and work, but it is
rewarding to have professional comments
and advice, just like what the Yardsticks of
fers.”
Bush said this year’s competition was a
success.
“It’s a night where you can take all of
•
GVL Archive
Creative Smackdown: A student presents an
the creative energy in, brainstorm, analyze,
advertisement to a judge in a past Yardsticks
and enjoy it,” Bush said. “A lot of people
competition. Sixty students competed this year.
showed up, I’m not sure the exact number,
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Courtesy Photo / Meagan Norman-Meadows
Blue ribbon: GVSU student Meagan Norman-Meadows won the Yardsticks graphic design category with her]
poster “Not What Granny Intended" (pictured), demonstrating the use of pesticides in conventional apples. \

but it was our biggest attendance for sure to
date. On behalf of the entire ‘Y-Team,’ we
believe it was our most successful event in
the history of the Yardsticks.”

Students interested in entering next
year’s competition should visit www.theyardsticks.com.
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